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SUBJECT: TOLBERT STATE VISIT: CONGRESS AND THE OPEN 

MICROPHONE 

REF: MONROVIA 7105 

1 . IMPACT ON TOLBERT OF ADDRESSING CONGRESS SEPTEMBER 23 
WAS DILUTED BY INCIDENT WHICH BECAME PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE 
SHORTLY FOLLOWING JOINT MEETING. DURING CEREMONIES PRE- 
LIMINARY TO SPEECH, VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER AND SPEAKER 
ALBERT HELD CONVERSATION ON PODIUM WHICH, UNBEKNOWNST TO 
THEM, WAS PICKED UP BY AN OPEN MICROPHONE AND RELAYED INTO 
THE HOUSE RADIO-TELEVISION GALLERY, VOA, AND OTHER PRESS 
OFFICES. REMARKS, WHICH SOME COMMENTATORS HAVE DESCRIBED 
AS HAVING RACIST OVERTONES, WERE TAPED. NEWSPAPER 
TRANSCRIPTS WILL BE POUCHED SEPARATELY. 

2. VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER HAD A WARM AND FRIENDLY 
MEETING WITH PRESIDENT TOLBERT LATER THAT AFTERNOON. AT 
THE TIME NEITHER MAN WAS AWARE OF THE OPEN MICROPHONE 
INCIDENT. UPON LEARNING OF THE PRESS REPORT, THE VICE 
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PRESIDENT DICTATED THE FOLLOWING PERSONAL MESSAGE TO 
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PRESIDENT TOLBERT WHICH WAS READ TO AMBASSADOR DENNIS 
OVER THE PHONE THAT EVENING. 

QUOTE. I AM DISTRESSED THAT RANDOM COMMENTS BETWEEN THE 

SPEAKER AND MYSELF PRIOR TO THE CEREMONIES TODAY WERE 
PICKED UP AND DISTORTED IN A WAY THAT MIGHT CREATE A MOST 
UNFORTUNATE IMPRESSION, WHICH IS TOTALLY CONTRARY TO 
THE GREAT FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN OUR TWO PEOPLES AND THE CLOSE 
AND MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL TIES WHICH EXIST. 

THIS MISUNDERSTANDING WAS PARTICULARLY UNFORTUNATE COMING 
AT A TIME WHEN YOU WERE SO GRACIOUS AND YOUR SENSITIVE, 
FORTHRIGHT AND EFFECTIVE SPEECH MADE SUCH A TREMENDOUS 
IMPRESSION ON THE MEMBERS OF THE CONGRESS AT THE JOINT 
MEETING. I FEEL ESPECIALLY BADLY THAT ANY FALSE IMPRES- 
SIONS MIGHT BE CREATED. 

WITH WARM REGARDS FROM YOUR FRIEND, NELSON A. ROCKEFELLER. 
UNQUOTE. 

A SIGNED ORIGINAL WAS DELIVERED TO THE LIBERIANS IN 
NEW YORK ALONG WITH A THANK YOU LETTER FOR THE LIBERIANS’ 
GIFT TO VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER. 

3. ABOVE MESSAGE IS NOT FOR PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION. IN 
RESPONSE TO PRESS INQUIRIES HOWEVER, THE VICE PRESIDENT'S 
OFFICE SAID THE FOLLOWING: QUOTE. THE VICE PRESIDENT WAS 
ONLY DESCRIBING PAST HISTORY. HE HAS THE GREATEST RESPECT 
AND FRIENDSHIP FOR PRESIDENT TOLBERT AND THE PEOPLE OF 
LIBERIA. HE HAS GREAT ADMIRATION FOR THEIR DEMOCRATIC 
SYSTEM AND WHAT THEY HAVE ACHIEVED AS A NATION. UNQUOTE. 

4. DEPARTMENT HAS NO INFORMATION ON ANY ACTIONS THE 
SPEAKER S OFFICE MIGHT HAVE TAKEN DIRECTLY WITH PRESIDENT 
TOLBERT. 

5. THE DEPARTMENT'S POSITION IS TO DISCOURAGE DISCUSSION 
ON THIS SUBJECT. IF ASKED, EMBASSY SHOULD ONLY NOTE THAT 
THE VICE PRESIDENT HAS ALREADY CONVEYED HIS REGRETS TO 
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PRESIDENT TOLBERT TO THE LATTER'S SATISFACTION. 

KISSINGER 
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